ASCC NMS Panel

Approved Minutes

Tuesday, September 8, 2017





                  10:30pm-12:00pm

110 Denney Hall

ATTENDEES: Bitters, Daly, Daniels, Derdzinski, Haddad, Heckler, Matthews, Oldroyd


Agenda: 
1. Welcome (Panel Chair)

2. Approval of 4-25-17 minutes

· Matthews, Heckler, unanimously approved
3. Molecular Genetics 4700 (new course)

· Course can be counted in major or minor.
· Course can be used as a remedial course before taking 5607 and 5608. 

· The exclusions are unclear. Please rephrase:

· If a student receives a C- in either 5607 or 5608, they are included in the group that is automatically excluded and in the group that requires permission of instructor to enroll. Rephrase this exclusion.

· Will a student who takes both 5607 and 5608 and receives a high grade in one and a low grade in the other be excluded from taking 4700? 

· Please specify the grading scale for the course. There is no official OSU grading scale. 

· Daly, Heckler, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above)
4. Chemistry 1622 (new course)

· This course is a peer-led team learning for Chemistry 1620
· Reminder: the disability statement on page 3 should be bold and in 16 point font
· Daly, Matthews, unanimously approved with one reminder (in italics above)
5. Chemistry 2990 (return; new course)

· Correct the typo in the prerequisites on page 1 of the syllabus. Prerequisite should state Chem 1620, not 162. 
· Clarify the requirements for participation, including how students will receive credit for participation. 
· The attendance policy on page 3 of the syllabus states, “Students can have two unexcused absences without an effect on the course grade. For every absence beyond two, the final grade will be reduced by 1/3 of a letter grade (i.e. B becomes a B-). Any participation points will be forfeited in the case of an absence beyond the two permitted absences.” As it is currently stated, the attendance policy is ambiguous and appears as if students will be penalized twice for absences. Panel recommends separating participation and attendance in the grade breakdown and rewording the attendance policy for clarification. 
· Matthews, Daly, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation and one suggestion (in italics above)
6. Chemistry 5230 (new course)

· Consider the addition of “or grad standing” and “permission of instructor” to the prerequisites. 
· Remove lecture 12 from February 5th 

· Reminder: the disability statement on page 4 should be bold and in 16 point font.
· No information on readings for weeks 4-15 was provided. The panel is unable to estimate the workload for students without expected readings given. Please provide either the readings for the weeks or general information about the readings (e.g. 1-2 primary literature readings a week.) 

· Heckler, Daly, unanimously approved with three recommendations and reminders (in italics above) and one contingency (in bold above)
7. Chemistry 5240 (new course)

· Consider the addition of “or grad standing” and “permission of instructor” to the prerequisites. 
· Panel suggests that there be an addition of a biochemistry prerequisite for undergrads given the emphasis on biochemistry in the course. 
· Clarify the threshold for successful completion of the prerequisites (i.e. what grade should students achieve)
· Please clarify if the exam is or is not a comprehensive exam. If the exam is comprehensive, the university requires that it take place during the university finals week. 
· Is this course appropriate for the advanced level for all learning outcomes listed on the curricular map? Consider revising the levels achieved on the curricular map. 
· Reminder: the disability statement on page 3 should be bold and in 16 point font.
· Matthews, Heckler, unanimously approved with four reminders and suggestions (in italics above) and two contingencies (in bold above)
8. Earth Sciences 5790.10 (new course)

· Remove reference to Carmen dropbox. This does not exist on Canvas. 
· The panel recommends removing the clause, “as appropriate to align with student performance and the distribution of student grades” on page 4 of the syllabus, which may confuse students. 

· Attendance is not included in the grade breakdown. Are there any consequences for not attending? 

· Panel would like to know if there is any negative consequence for a student who fails the seminar. The panel suggests a minimum grade requirement by the drop date, given that 5790.10 and 5971.10 are co-requisites. 

· Daly, Matthews, unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) and two contingencies (in bold above)
9. Earth Sciences 5797.10 (new course)

· Remove reference to Carmen dropbox. This does not exist on Canvas. 
· The panel recommends removing the clause, “as appropriate to align with student performance and the distribution of student grades” on page 4 of the syllabus, which may confuse students. 

· The panel recognizes that the day-to-day activities will depend on many factors, but would like some examples (2 or more) of possible excursions from days 6-12. 

· Daly, Matthews, unanimously approved with two recommendation (in italics above) and one contingency (in bold above) 

